
French Legion d’Honneur 

To Mr William BALSER 

(New Brunswick, 15/02/2019) 

  

Dear Mr BALSER, 

Honorable Alaina LOCKART (MP for Fundy Royal), 

Honorable Mike HOLLAND (MLA Albert County), Minister, 

Dear Mr Peter JUBB, President of the Hillsborough legion, 

Dear veterans, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

  

I am so proud and honoured to be here today to celebrate with you, Mister Balser, your 

nomination, by the President of the French Republic, at the rank of Knight in the French 

National Order of Legion d’Honneur. 

  

Let me first recall that the French Legion d’Honneur is the highest national order in France. 

Since it was created in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte, it is awarded in recognition 

of outstanding contributions or achievements made for the progress of France, for its renown, 

for its defense. 

  



Now, Mr Balser, allow me to remind everyone here of your past actions, that the French 

Government hereby wishes to recognize. 

  

But first, let’s go back in time, in the 1940’s, here, in New Brunswick, where it all started. You 

were born in Albert County on May 12, 1923. 

You were 16 years old when the Second World War started. 

You decided to leave high school and volunteered for military service overseas. You were in 

active war service from July 1941 to September 1945, with the 2nd Tactical Mobile Airforce 

ground armament crew. 

This brought you to the beaches of Normandy where you landed on June 26, 1944. 

  

As we all know, it was a decisive battle that was taking place on the beaches of 

Normandy. Operation “Overlord” would change the turn of history. That operation was critical 

not only for the liberation of northern France, but also for the recovery of French sovereignty 

on its territory. 

  

Afterwards, you saw action throughout France in support of the Allied forces moving east 

towards Germany. 

  

Mr Balser, permettez-moi de rappeler combien la France souhaite, 

en vous remettant sa plus haute distinction honorifique, 



vous exprimer sa profonde reconnaissance, pour l’action que vous avez menée, au 

sein des forces tactiques de l’armée de l’air canadienne. Engagé dès votre jeune âge, 

vous avez en effet pris part, 

aux côtés de nombreux soldats canadiens, aux actions qui entouraient l’opération du 

Débarquement, en juin 1944. 

Le jeune canadien que vous étiez participait ainsi à la libération de notre pays. 

  

As a representative of France, I wish to recall how much we owe to you, Mr Balser, along with 

many young Canadians who contributed to rescue a Europe, which was plagued by the nazi 

regime. 

  

Coming from Normandy myself, I know from stories I heard from my mother and her friends, 

how much this contribution brought a radical change to them : from living under the 

occupation of the enemy to recovering freedom of movement. 

  

This is why, as Consul general of France in the Atlantic provinces, I am particularly proud and 

honoured to celebrate this moment with you, 

as you are a living page of the history of my home country. 

  

On behalf of the French Republic, I wish to express all my gratitude for your devotion to the 

liberation of my country and your contribution in a decisive moment in its history. 

  

  



On behalf of the President of the French Republic, I name you Knight of the French Legion of 

Honor. 

Au nom du Président de la République Française, je vous remets les insignes de 

Chevalier dans l’Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur./. 

  

 


