
« Being alive - The 
ocean and its   
ecosystems » 

6.00 pm - 9.30 pm 

Discovery Centre 

For the second edition of the Night 
of Ideas in Halifax, we have 
chosen to focus on issues related 
to the sea and its ecosystems.  

       

  HALIFAX

Discovery Centre 
Murphy Ocean Gallery 

January 30th 2020  

The sea and its ecosystems are 
more than ever in danger. At the 
heart of current events and 
concerns, science is at their 
service to try to better preserve 
them. How can we protect our 
seas and oceans? How can an 
e c o l o g i c a l t r a n s i t i o n b e 
implemented?  

The evening will be divided into 3 
sessions that will attempt to 
p r o v i d e a n s w e r s t o t h e s e 
questions.  



Evening Program 
in 3 sessions

Session 1 
Poetry 

Poetic crossover views on the oceans between 
Sue Goyette and Georgette LeBlanc 

6.20 p.m. - 7.00 p.m.  

Session 2 
Marine biology and energy transition  

The influence of climate change on ocean life 
7.00 p.m. - 7.40 p.m.  

Session 3 
Animation and Documentary films 

Putting talks in perspective with audiovisual media  
8.00 p.m. - 9.30 p.m.

18h15 : Forewords 
 
Mr Johan Schitterer, Consul général of France in Moncton and Halifax  
Mrs. Julie Bissonnette, Chief representative, Québec office in the Atlantic Provinces 
Mrs. Wendy Watson-Wright, Ocean Frontier Institute CEO



Session 1 
POETRY 

Poetic crossover view on the 
oceans between Sue Goyette and 

6.20 - 7.00 p.m.  
Performance 

(bilingual) Born in Sherbrooke, Quebec,  
Sue Goyette is Professor of Creative 

Writing at Dalhousie University in Halifax.  
Her poetry collection Ocean (Gaspereau 

Press, 2013) was awarded the Lieutenant 
Governor of Nova Scotia Masterworks 

Arts Award.

Georgette LeBlanc  
The Acadian poet offers her very first literary 

translation with Océan. Recipient of numerous 
awards and distinctions and poet laureate of the 
Library of Parliament of Canada in 2018-2019, 

Georgette LeBlanc is originally from Baie Sainte-
Marie and lives in Moncton. 

Danielle Leblanc as moderator. 
  

Born in Dieppe, New Brunswick, Danielle was the 
Executive Director of the Frye Festival, Atlantic 

Canada’s largest literary happening, from 2010 to 
2017. She then spent a year at Trinity College Dublin 
focusing primarily on Acadian literature in translation. 

Now back in Acadie, Danielle edits the Littoral 
collection for Éditions Perce-Neige and works as a 
translator and consultant with literary and cultural 

organizations across the Maritimes. 

A screening of 13 short films inspired 
by the work of French poet Robert 

Desnos. Poetic, colourful and for all.

For families,  
At the Dome Theatre from 6.30 pm.



Session 2 
Marine biology and energy transition  

The influence of climate change on ocean life

7.00 - 7.40 p.m. 
Round table 
discussion  

(French and English) Jean Lemire 
Representative of the Government of 
Québec on climate change, biologist 

and science communicator. 

Lionel Guidi 
Researcher in oceanography and 

biogeochemistry at the Oceanography 
laboratory of Villefranche-sur-Mer. 

CNRS Bronze Medal 2018

Anya Waite 
Associate Vice-President Research 
(Ocean) at Dalhousie University and 

Scientific Director of the Ocean Frontier 
Institute.

Panelists

Floes, documentary from Guillaume 
Levésque, 29min.  
Floes offers an incursion into the world of 
passionate, ingenious and adventurous 
scientists who demonstrate that knowledge is 
acquired with effort and ingenuity. 

For movie lovers,  
At the Dome Theatre from 7.05 pm.

Thierry Chopin 

as moderator for the scientific panel.  
Honorary Consul of France in St John 

and Professor of marine biology at  
UNB Saint-John. 

Where the Bay Becomes the Sea 
documentaire de John Brett, 1985, 29min.  
Ce documentaire nous entraîne à la 
découverte de la faune marine et aquatique 
très diversifiée de la baie de Fundy.

With the support of



Session 3  
Documentary films 

Putting talks in perspective with 
audiovisual media 

8.00 - 9.30 p.m.

(with English subtitles)

With the support of

Beluga, documentary from Julien Boisvert, 10min. 

A small group led by two women enters a scientific complex. 
Their mission: to find sound files of beluga whales classified 

as "secret". 

La frontière, documentary from Felix Larmache, 20min. 

A reflection on our relationship with the sea and its 
exploration, starting with the scientific mission that examined 
the issues surrounding the Old Harry prospect in the Gulf of 

St. Lawrence. 

The blue whale: the long road, documentary by Jean 
Lemire, Québec, 63 min 

A spectacular odyssey into the heart of the great whales of 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence ! After more than 30 years of effort 
and research, researchers have succeeded in following the 

first migratory routes of the largest animal of all time, the 
blue whale. 
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FREE EVENT 
 

COME IN LARGE NUMBERS



Contacts 

 
com@afhalifax.ca 

 
info@consulfrance-moncton.org 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